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Surrendered Prayer

What does a child do when a parent says no? (show Fawnaip of tantrum in
grocery story).

| wonder if God ever sees us that way. You didn’t gegab, didn't get the girl—or
the guy, you're on the outs with a friend and things 'aggiting better. A friend’s
marriage you begged God to save falls apart, or the dayghtgrieaded for is on the run
from youandGod. Maybe we don’t throw ourselves on the floordideast think, “if
God doesn’t give me what | want, why even pray?

As a boy | asked my parents for a lot of things: a b&yalpony, scotch tape and lots
of construction payer. | asked to ride my bike on the roa,| go swimming after
lunch, can | stay home from church tonight? Cay sp late? Can | go to Marshall's
house? Can I skip practicing the piano? Can | let nyghaw longer?

My parents said “Yes” to a bike and all the construcpaper and tape | needed, said
“Yes” to longer hair in the summer but “no” during schottlwas usually “yes” to
Marshall’s. But they said no to the pony, riding bikeRin340 before | was 11, and
“no” to skipping piano practice.

Our heavenly Father sometimes says “yes” and sometmoés Last week | urged
you to pray with determination and persistence and nogjustup after a halfhearted
try, doubting God will do anything anyway. | do wonder if sarhéhe answers we think
are “nos” are actually “not yets” but we toss in theel too quick.

And some “no’s” might become “yeses” if we removeo@stacle in the way: failure
to repent of long-cherished sin, or by failure to honarspouse, or failure to persist in
prayer.

But for all of God’s “yeses” and “not yets” there ailso “no’s” and God won't
budge. How do we react it? David Wilkerson sdyselieve there is nothing more
dangerous to a Christian than to carry around a resentment against God. Yet | am
shocked by the growing number of believers | meet who are peeved.atdh&hey may
not admit as much - but deep inside, they hold some kind of grudge again$vhyf
They believe he's not interested in their lives or problemsy/'fEheonvinced he doesn't
care - because he hasn't answered a particular prayer or acted on their.behalf

We can become angry when God says no, or unbelievingatstly, prayerless. |
want to suggest something else this morning: surrendered prayRAyY. P

Many people wear WWJD bracelets: What would Jesus @odfsaid no?.

Tell the story
When Jesus was born, although He remained God, He hathatis mind likeany

infant would. While He was completely God, He was atsmpletely human. Like
normal babies we presume He couldn’t speak or reason.

Still God, but when Jesus stepped down from heaven’seéhkéa chose to shield—or
hide—from Himself aspects of his divine wisdom, knowledge @owers. Hid so



effectivelythat Luke wrote about him at age 12, Jesusgmasing in wisdom and stature
(2:52). Like his friends, he was developing physically, emmaily and mentally. Not
spiritually for not having a sin nature meant that He aleeady inclined toward His
heavenly Father’s will.

Inclined That's different from his flesh (humanity, not his ginfature) wanting it.
We don’t know when Jesus became aware that His migsasra deadly one but
probably at least by the age of 12. That’s how old hewVvesn his mother upbraided
him for staying behind in Jerusalem to talk with the relig teachers. He replied with
some puzzlement, “Didn’t you know | had to be in my Fasheouse?” as if they should
have known; it appears he did.

Early in His earthly ministry He informed his discipksout His mission: I'm here to
die (Matt.16, Mark 8). In fact, Jesus told theameroudimes. And, this was not
simply an early obituary, He wanted them to understakld 5 1S WHY I'VE
COME.

Knowing his destiny, that must mean Jesus went to tles evithout a peep. Not so.
READ Matt.26:36-44. Jesus knew at least this much: he waelldli@ on a cross, die
because a follower sold Him out, die not just in physacminy, but spiritual: He would
shoulder the sins of everyone. He wished God would potuthe contents of the cup He
was about to drink. Nothing about any of it sounded appealing.

Except. Except that it was the Father’s will, &imat was what He wanted most. He
wished He could dodge the excruciating pain. He was despahaéhtis followers
were going to run away when He needed them. He dreadedushbtanging on the
cross—but hanging there unviewed by His Father who couldaktdn the sin His Son
was bearing. But none of His wants mattered neangwsh to Him as His Father’'s
want. READ Jn.6:38.

I've not here to do whdtwant, butwhat my Father wants. Brother, sister, can we
say that?

In John the apostle’s first letter, he wrote this alpyayer:This is the confidence that
we have in approaching God: that if we ask for anything according to Hidwilhears
us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know theewvhat we
asked of him(1 Jn.5:14-15).

“Approach God with confidence,” John insists. ThroughbatScriptures, we are
pushed to pray; urged to ask, prodded to plead. “Pray and dom'tigii(Lk.18:1).

“You don’t have because you don't ask” (Jas.4:2). And Gaavkrour prayers reveal
what we want; our desires.

We want a relationship healed, we want a spouse, weomatihancial dilemma
solved, we want an “A” on the course. We want a Reovd better job, a husband who
loves the Lord, we want a child; or we've got one like saw earlier, we want to give
oneaway(child!) Our praying is driven by our desires. But some8raur desires run
headlong into God’s desires.

Like when we have the brass to ask God for somethirg dkeady said “no” to in
Scripture: maybe it's to get a boyfriend or girlfriend thathsaved. Maybe it's to make
a killing on a business deal that’s shady in the fist@l Maybe what we want is
revenge. These are automatic “no’s.”



But to some of our prayers thate fine, are good. God still says no. Why, we may
never know. But, you can be sure of this: God saidmpurspose, not by accident. And
He did it because He has your good and His glory in mioidb@cause He’s spiteful.

A number of years ago a private pilot flying cross couapproached the FAA's
Denver control center. The pilot—whose home was seailevel—repeatedly asked for
permission to drop to 10,000 feet. Each time the cooératier denied his request,
insisting he remain at a higher altitude. He didn’t knoat ft%,000 foot high mountain
peaks lay dead ahead.

Concl:

If you want to do some good reading on why Gagdhtsay no, check out Leith
Anderson’sWhen God Says No, Discovering the God of Hope Behind the Answer we’d
rather not hear. My concern today is not God’s refusal, but our respaost. READ
Jas.4:15.

“All such boasting...” | will do this, | will do that. No, | will do this—if it is not
only my desire but God; do that—if it is not only my desiut God. The ultimate
objective of prayer is not what | want: it is therylof God. Not my will, but yours.



